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Grace Church, Ca I r a ,  Cumberland County, V i rg in i a  I 
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6. REPI<ESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS: 

(2) H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey 
1973 Fede ra l  
L ib ra ry  of Congress jlqashington, D.  C. 

(3) V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1968, 1969, 1980 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  I l i s t o r i c  Landmarks Cominission 
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Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 

7.  DESCRIPTION - BOUN'DARY JUSTIFICATION; I 
The nominated proper ty  c o n s i s t s  of two-thirds of an a c r e  (approximately)  

and inc ludes  t h e  church cemeter ies  and church bu i ld ing .  The a c r e a g e  f ollorvs 
I 

t h e  l i n e s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  deed a s  recorded i n  t h e  Cumberland County 
i I 

Book 25, p. 494 (November 12,  1843):  'F 
i 

a c e r t a i n  l o t  o r  p a r c e l  of ground adjo in ing  t h e  
town of Ca I r a  on t h e  West, and bounded a s  f o l -  
lows. Orig. on t h e  South by t h e  Main road from 
Ca I r a  t o  Buckingham C t .  House, West by t h e  l i n e  
s e p a r a t i n g  it from McAshan's Old Stemmery Lot ,  
on which t h e  f ence  now runs  North by t h e  road 
l e a d i n g  i n t o  s a i d  s t e m e r y  and, East  by t h e  
Western Crop S t r e e t  of t h e  town of Ca I r a ,  i t  
be ing  t h e  l o t ,  as now enclosed whereon t h e  
New Episcopal  Church , c a l l e d  Grace Church, h a s  
been r e c e n t l y  e r e c t e d ,  conta in ing  about two 
t h i r d s  of an a c r e ,  t oge the r  wi th  a l l  t h e  appur- 
tenances  the reun to  belonging. 

RC C 

8. SIGNIFICANCE: 

and i s  l i s t e d  w i t h  Cosby a s  " a r c h i t e c t "  on t h e  courthouse co rne r s tone .  Cosby 
had e a r l i e r  worked under Thomas J e f f e r s o n  a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
of V i r g i n i a ,  but  P a r r i s h ' s  connect ion t o  J e f f e r s o n  i s  unknown. The u s e  of 
Greek Reviva l -s ty le  a r c h i t r a v e s  and t h e  des ign  of t h e  p u l p i t  i n  Grace Church 

(See Continuat ion Sheet P2) 
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6. S.ic:..iIpic~;-;. .. c.L. . 
I 
i 

show t h e  in f luence  of Ashe: 'ieilja:.~Fn's :.r;lc:r!.cal : o u n ~  .-- C:aq>c..l!'er - of 183J. Tile 
pulpi:  d e s i z n  i s  taken s p e c i f i c a l l y  frorn P l a t e  52 a d  P l a t e s  63-511. of ijell jali i i~l 's  

I 
p a t t e r n  Loo!<. Onc of t h e  P z r r i s h ' s  sla\ie.c, A l b e r t  LZ.aua, i s  s a i d  t o  have becn 
respons l ' l l e  f o r  t h e  cood::oci: ant?. framing. i'arri-11 w a s  a 1ea.diu: c i t i z e n  0:: 

I 
f 

CuinLeiland Courlt;, du r ing  t h e  1840s and 1850s. 1'j.e sigired a~lri  p r e s e n t e d  s e v e r a l  
p e t i t i o n s  t o  t h e  Cenerel  k s a a h l y  on ques t ions  of  t o l l s  aiid economic a i d  t o  
t h e  county. I 

Ca I r a  reached i t s  z e n i t h  i.11 t h e  mid-1850s (~ihen t h e  town 5.ncorporated i . ts  
f i r s t  and on ly  bank), only  t o  d e c l i n e  r ap id ly  i n  popu la t ion  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  Wor. 
Grace Ciiurc:~ f e l l  i o t o  desuetude end, l i k e  many ot l ier  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  to;..~a, 
was abandonr:.: at t h e  end of t h e  19th  century.  L i s t ed  a s  a  " p o s t h h a r ~ l e t "  i n  
t h e  L i p p i n c o t t  WorIA Gezette?~:  i u  1906, the  toi.in a t  thf  l )e~i i lnin, :  oE t h e  20 th  
ceatuiiy had on ly  two s t o r e s ,  a  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  nn2 a  iew r e s i d e n c e s ,  a p a r t  f ro l i~  
t h e  a;baudoi~ed cilurcil bu i l c i i t~z  and t h e  reil!aan:s of  a  tobacco warehouse,  three 
b1acksi:ith shops, a  saw inill., a  g r i s t  i n i l l ,  an6 a m i l l e r ' s  house. Except f o r  
t h e  church b u i l d l u g ,  on ly  t h e  m i l l e c ' s  house s t ands  today. 

t<ot u n t i l  1.923 d i d  &escenda!.!ts of t h e  o r i g i n a l  congregat ion  o f  Grace 
Church o rgan ize  t h e  Ca I r a  Res to ra t ion  Socie ty ,  which r a i s e d  t h e  funds  t o  
r e h e ' u i l i t a t e  and r e s t o r e  t h e  church soon t h e r e a f t e r .  A f t e r  b l o c k i n g  ail a t -  
tesnyt by t h e  Diocese t o  s e l l  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  Soc ie ty  i n  1954- s u c c c s . ~ f u l l y  
r e i n s  t i t u t c d  t h e  sni~ucll ho~i.eco:iting s e r v i c e s  ~ .?h ich  112.1 been h e l d  rteu l a r l y  i n  
tile 1531:s. E12 S<acie;:.y has  s i r c e  n~a in ta ined  the  churc:l an& ~ : : o ~ i ~ d c  i n  good 
r e p a i r .  To p r c s e r v e  i t s  p..resellt s t a t u s  a s  a  "shrine" of t h e  Diocese  of 
Sosthesn V i r g i n i a ,  Grace C11ui-ch must hold e t  l e a s t  one r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e  a  
yeEr. 

I.'AJ(iR );I1:T.I()1;13~..'dT~~ I~.FTL?~$~CES 9. 

henjas3in,As:1er. ~ r a c t i c a 1 .  : :~use  Carpenter .  1632. 
1.5 n i u - o t t  N ~ r l d  Gazet teer .  19iJG. _-E-i-- L_ -A_---- 

?.:actin, Jos:.p!l. & xe: .g~ld Co~~~p?e. i~ensixc (;a.zetteer .%: J i i i x ~ $  -& &&-% D L s t r i c t  
of Colur,:::ia. C!lar loEtesvi l le ,  V a . ,  1836. - --+.- 
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DESCRIPTION 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X-UNALTERED LORIGINAL SITE 

_ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-.-- 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Grace Church i s  loca ted  on the  no r th  s i d e  of  Route 632, j u s t  s o ~ l t l l  of u.S. 
Route 60, i n  t h e  middle of Cunlberlaltd County. The briclc s t r u c t u r e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  
1840-43 and is a well-preserved exanlple of Roman, Grcelc, and Gothic Revival e l e -  
ments on a  temple-form country church. Its o u t s i d e  dinlensions a r e  approximate ly  
32' x 48' w i t h  a  smal l  v e s t r y  a t tached a t  t h e  r e a r .  

The church s i t s  on a  b r i c k  foundat ion w i t h  a i r  h o l e s  f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n .  The 
wa l l s  a r e  cons t ruc ted  of even-colored 3" x 8" unglazed, haud-packed b r i c k s  wi th  
very p r e c i ; . ~  mor tar  j o i n t s .  The south  ( f r o n t )  and e a s t  s i d e s  a r e  b o t h  of  Flemish 
bond, t h e  no r th  s i d e  i s  of f ive-course  American bond, and t h e  west s i d e  is of  
four-course  American bond wi th  Flemish v a r i a n t .  The mortar  j o i n t s  p re se rve  
o r i g i n a l  penc i l ing .  

Triple-hung windows wi th  12/12 sash  a r c  found on a l l  e l e v a t i o n s .  The windows 
a r e  hung wi th  louvrecl s h u t t e r s  and 8" r e c t i l i n e a r  moldings topped by ramped 
l i n t e l s .  The l i n t e l s  have 6"-square corner  blocks.  . Above t h e  e n t r a n c e  i s  a 
l a n c e t  transom w i t h  i n t c r s e c t i n g  t r a c e r y ,  and t h e  window i n  t h e  tympaium.is 
s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d .  The f irst  bay on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  i s  a  j i b  window whicil is: 
s a i d  t o  have been used f o r  fune ra l s .  A handsome cove co rn ice  runs a long t h e  
per imeter  of  t h e  roof and d e f i n e s  t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  pediments. The roof  is 
covered by Buckingham s l a t e .  Two small  chimneys a r e  later a d d i t i o n s ,  a s  i s  a  
smal l  wooden c r o s s  above t h e  pediment. 

The i n t e r i o r  is a s i n g l e  room wi th  t h e  v e s t r y  i n  a l a t e r  a d d i t i o n  behind t h e  
sanctuary .  The nave has  trio main a i s l e s  formed by t h e  placement o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
pews. The f r e e s t a n d i n g  s e t  of c e n t e r  pews is l a r g e r  than t h e  s i d e  pews, which 
a r e  s l i g h t l y  angled and a t t ached  t o  t h e  s i d e  wa l l s .  The g a l l e r y  on t h e  sou th  
wa l l  has  one c e n t e r  a i s l e  and two s i d e  a i s l e s .  Two Doric  columns and p i l a s t e r s  
on t h e  s i d e  w a l l s  support  t h e  g a l l e r y .  Above t h e  columns is a d e n t i l e d  entah-  
l a t u r e  topped by a  r a i l i n g  wi th  turned b a l ~ ~ s t e r s .  An enclosed s t a i r w a y  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  l eads  t o  t h e  ga l l e ry .  On one s i d e  of t h e  s t a i r  is 
beaded d iagona l  panel ing .  Tnere i s  no s t a i r  r a i l .  

On t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  i s  the  p u l p i t ,  enclosed i n  a  U -shaped corcm;union ra i l  w i t h  
r e c t a n g u l a r  rungs. The p u l p i t  i s  paneled and has a  hold Greek f r e t  i n  t h e  f r i e z e ,  
r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  use  of p l a t e s  52,  63, and 64 of Asller Benjamin's P r a c t i c a l  House 
Carpenter  (1830) i n  i t s  des ign .  A marble bapt i smal  f o n t  i s  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  
of t h e  p u l p i t .  

S t i l l  i n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  church a r e  two e l a b o r a t e  c a s t - i r o n ,  wood-burning s t o v e s .  
bear ing  t h e  maker 's  name, "Leibrandt & McDowell, P h i l a d e l p h i a  6 Balti.more." A 
paneled dado wi th  a  c h a i r  r a i l  runs  t h e  per imeter  of t h e  main room. The f l o o r i n g  
is of un f in i shed  wood, and t h e  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d .  

A smal l  ccrnetery is loca ted  t o  t h e  r e a r  (no r th )  of t h e  church, which i s  s i t e d  
i n  a  h i l l y ,  wooded a r e a  j u s t  above Cil I r a  pond on t h e  Willis River .  

RCC 

(See Contiuilation Sheet 1/1) 



[a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 
-PREHISTOnlC A R C H E O L O G Y - P R E H I S T O R I C  -COMMUNITY P U N N I N G  -LANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE &RELIGION 
-1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORI: .  -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 
-1500-1599 A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

-1600-1699 ~ R C I I I T E C T U R E  -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
-1700.1799 ART -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 
X1800-1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMEPJT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTAXON 
-1900. - C o r r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  -INDUSTWY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -0THEI I  (SPECIFY) 

-INVENTION 

-- 
SPECIFIC DATES 1840-43 BUILDER/ARCHITECT C O ~ .  Valent ine  P a r r i s h  W /  A l b e r t  Mann - - ...- 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Grace Church, Ca I r a ,  su rv ives  a s  a charming i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  
hybridizat j .on t h a t  occurred wi th  Romantic Revivalism i n  t h e  an tebe l lum per iod .  
Unlike many o f  i t s  s i m i l a r l y  imaginat ive contemporaries ,  Grace Church is devoid  
of  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  n a i v e t e  and i s  a t o n c e  a s k i l l f u l  b lending  of  Roman, Greek, 
and Gochic Revival  elements ,  a l l  executed wi th  superb crnf t smanship .  I ts  
temple form and f i n e  brickwork a r e  an o f f s p r i n g  o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  J e f f e r s o n i a n  
t r a d i t i o n ,  wh i l e  i t s  Greelc and Gothic d e t a i l s  a r e  adapted from b u i l d e r s '  
p a t t e r n  books.  he church w a s  e r ec t ed  i n  1840-43 by ~ a l e n t i k e  P L r r i s h ,  a 
l o c a l  mas ter  b u i l d e r ,  and i s  one of  t h e  only remaining b u i l d i n g s  o f  Ca I r a ,  
a town l a i d  o u t  i n  1787 which prospered b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  an tebel lum pe r iod  a s  a 
m i l l i n g  and tobacco warehouse cen te r .  

The General Assembly e s t a b l i s h e d  Ca I r a  i n  1796 on a s i r e  ove r look ing  t h e  
W i l l i s  R iver  i n  Cunberland County. The town probably took i t s  name from a 
popular  French r e v o l u t i o n a r y  marching song meaning "it w i l l  go" o r  "tht: Revolu t ion  
w i l l  triumph." S ince  popular  enthusiasm f o r  t h e  French Revo lu t ion  was e s p e c i a l l y  
exuberant  i n  V i r g i n i a  throughout t h e  1790s, i t  i s  p l a u s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  en thus iasm 
found expres s ion  i n  t h e  naming of t h e  new town. Ca I r a  f a i l e d  t o  develop u n t i l  
t h e  completion of  t h e  W i l l i s  River  cana l  i n  1825. Bes ides  r i d d i n g  t h e  town of  
an u n h e a l t h f u l  pond, t h e  cana l  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  shipment of tobacco  f r o ~ n ~ r i n c e  
Edward and C h a r l o t t e  coun t i e s  t o  Richmond and Pe te r sburg  v ia  t h e  James River.  
Commerce quickened a s  a c l a s s  of merchants a r o s e  i n  t h e  town. F s r t i n ' s  Gazette?-r 
of 1836 descr ibed  Ca I r a  a s  a p o s t  v i l l a g e  wi th  a popu la t ion  of 210. ~ c c o r d i l z  
t o  t h e  g a z e t t e e r , t h e  town then  contained f o r t y  d v e l l i n g s ,  t h r e e  s t o r c s ,  a mer- 
chant  m i l l  p rocess ing  a p p r o x i ~ a t e l y  t h i r t y  thousand Lushels  o f  wheat  annua l ly ,  
a tobacco warehouse, two t ave rns ,  and a masonic h a l l .  

Conplet ion of Grace Cinurd~ i n  1843 not  on ly  gave C a  I r a  i t s  l a r g e s t  and 
most d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b u i l d i n g ,  i t  a l s o  brought new l i f e  t o  surroundii lg I . i t t  l e t o n  
p a r i s h ,  which had been i n a c t i v e  s i n c e  1813. Bishop TJ i l l i an  kLea:?2reported i n  
1857 t h a t  t h e  church was " in  cons tan t  use,"  s e rv ing  bo th  t h e  town conni~unity 
and t h e  neighboring Cumberland p l a n t a t i o n s .  The p i l l a r s  of  t h e  church w e r e  t h e  
most prominent f a m i l i e s  of  t h e  town: the  John C. Pages, Alexander  Tren t s ,  Carp 
&tons,Goodrich Wilsons, and Valent ine P a r r i s h e s ,  who donated t h e  l o t  on which 
t h e  new c h ~ i r c h  was e r e c t e d .  The t ransformat ion  o f  L i t t l c t o n  from a n  i n a c t i v e  
t o  a f l o u r i s h i n g  p a r i s h  r e f l e c t e d  i n  a smal l  m i r r o r  t h e  l a r g e r  r e v i v a l  of t h e  
Episcopal  Church i n  V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  decades j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

Bui lder  a s  w e l l  a s  bene fac to r  o f  Grace Church, Valent ine  P a r r i s h  worked 
wi th  Dabney Cosby on t h e  Je f f e r son ian - s ty l e  Goochland County Courthouse of  1826 

(See Continuat ion Sheet B1) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Grace Cliurcl~, Ca I r a ,  su rv ives  a s  a charming j . l h l s t r a t i o n  of  thct s t y l i s t i c  
hybr id i za t ion  t h a t  occurred wi th  Kon~antic Revivalism it1 t h e  an tebel lum per iod .  
Unlike many of  i t s  s i m i l a r l y  imaginat ive conte~nyorar ies ,  Grace Church i s  devoid 
of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  n a i v e t e  and is a t  once a s k i l l f u l  b lending  of  Roman, Creek, 
and Gothic Revival elements ,  a l l  executed wi th  superb craf t smanship .  I t s  
te111pl.e form and f i u e  brickwork a r e  an o f f s p r i n g  of V i r g i n i a ' s  Jt!.:fersonian 
t r a d i t i o n ,  wh i l e  i ts Greek and Gothic d e t a i l s  a r e  adapted from b u i l d e r s '  
pattern books. The church was e rec t ed  i n  1840-43 by v a l e n t i h e  P k r r i s h ,  a 
l o c a l  master  b u i l d e r ,  and is one of t h e  only remaining b ~ i i l d i n g s  o f  Ca I r a ,  
a tom1 l a i d  o u t  i n  1787 vliich prospered b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  an tebel lum pe r iod  a s  a 
m i l l i n g  and tobacco warel~ouse cen te r .  

The (:enera1 Assembly e s t a b l i s h e d  Ca I r a  i n  1796 on a s i t e  cvcr looking  t h e  
Willis River i n  Cuinl>erland County. The town probably took i t s  nnne from a c 
popular  French r evu lu t iona ry  marching song meaning "it w i l l  go" o r  " the  Revoluti.on 
w i l l  triumph." S ince  popular  enthusiasm f o r  t h e  French Rcvolutiorl  was e s p e c i a l l y  i 

! 
exuberant  i n  V i r g i n i a  t l ~ r o u g l ~ o u t  t h e  1790s, i t  i s  p laus i .b le  t h a t  t h i s  enthusiasm 
found express ion  i n  t h e  naming of  t h e  new town. Ca Ira f a i l e d  t o  develop ~ ~ n t : i l  1 
t h e  completion of t h e  W i l l i s  River  canal. i n  1825. Besides r i d d i n g  t h e  tuwn o f  
an u n h e a l t h f ~ i l  pond, t h e  calla1 f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  shipment of tobacco froni P r i n c e  il 

f 
Edward and C h a r l o t t e  coun t i e s  t o  Richlnond and Petersburg  v i a  t h e  James River.  
Coinnerce quickened a s  a c l a s s  of merchants a rose  i n  t h e  t o i n  I Q r t i n ' s  Cnzet.teer -. . 1 
o.C 1836 describecl Ca I r a  a s  a pos t  v i l l a g e  wi th  a popu la t ion  of  210. According i/ 
t o  t h e  g a z e t t e e r ,  t h e  town then  contained f o r t y  dwel l ings ,  t h r e e  s t o r e s ,  a mer- k 

P 
cliant r n i l l  p rocess ing  approximately t h i r t y  thousa~ld bushe l s  of  wheat annual ly ,  ti 
a tobacco warehouse, two t ave rns ,  and a masonic h a l l .  jj 

Co~rlpletir~n of Grace Church i n  1843 n o t  only gave Ca I r a  i t s  l a r g e s t  and 
most d i s t i n g u i s l ~ e d  bu i ld ing ,  i t  a l s o  brought new l i f e  t o  sur rounding  L i t  t l e t o n  
pa r i sh ,  which had been i n a c t i v e  s i n c e  181.3. Bishop 1Ji l l iam Fleackreported i n  
1857 t h a t  t h e  church was " i n  cons tan t  use,"  s e rv ing  both  t h e  town conuntltlity 
and t h e  neigl tborjr~g Cumberland p l a n t a t i o n s .  The p i l l a r s  of t h e  cliurch were t h e  
most prolninent faini-lies of t h e  town: the  ~ o h n  C. Pages, Alexander  Trent-s, Cary 
EInntons,Goudrich Wi.lsons, and Valent ine Parrishe::, wlio donated t h e  l o t  on which 
t h e  new church was e rec t ed .  The transformatiori  o f  1 , i t t le . ton  froni an i n a c t i v e  
t o  a f l o u r i s h i n g  p a r i s h  r e f l e c t e d  i n  a smal l  ~ l i i r r o r  t h e  1ar:jt.r r e v i v a l o f  thc? 
Episcopal  Cliurcll i n  Vi rg in i a  i n  t h e  deczdes j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

Bui lder  a s  w e l l  a s  bene fac to r  of Grace Church, V n l e ~ l t i n e  F a r r i s h  worked 
'I 

with Dabney Cosby on t h c  .Jeffersouiar i-s tyle  Coochl.and County Courtliou:;e o f  1826 i 
(See Continuat ion Sheet 81)  I 
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La DESCRIPTION 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X-UNALTERED &ORIGINAL SITE 

A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

Crace Church i s  loca ted  on t h e  no r th  siclt? of Route 6 3 2 ,  j u s t  s o u t h  of U.S. 
lioute 60, i n  t h e  nriddle of Cumbc?l.land County. The h r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
1840-43 and i s  a  well-preserved exalilple of  Ro!nan, Greek, and Gothic Reviva l  c l c -  
ments on a  temple-form country church. I t s  o u t s i d c  dimensions a r e  appruxi lns tc ly  
32' x 48' w i th  a  s m a l l  v e s t r y  att:ached a t  t h c  r e a r .  

The church s i ts  on a  b r i c k  f o u n t l a t i o ~ ~  w i t 1 1  a i r  ho le s  f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n .  The 
wa l l s  a r e  cons t ruc ted  of even-colored 3" x 8" unglazed, hand-packed b r i c k s  with 
very p r e c i s e  mor tar  j o i n t s .  The so i i t l~  ( f r o n t )  311d e a s t  s i d e s  a r e  b o t h  o f  Flemish 
bond, t h e  no r th  s i d e  i s  of f ive-course  American bond, and t h e  west  s i d e  i s  of 
four-course A~nerican bond wi th  Flemish v a r i a u t .  The mortar j o i n t s  p r e s e r v e  
o r i g i n a l  penc i l ing .  

Triple-hung windows 1;lith 12/12 sash  a r e  found on a l l  e l e v a t i o n s .  The windows 
a r e  hung with 1ouvrc.d s l n ~ t t e r s  and 8" r e c t i l i n e a r  r ~ ~ o l d i n g s  topped by rnitiped 
l i n t e l s .  The 1 - i n t e l s  have 6"-square corner  blocks.  Above t h e  e n t r a n c e  i s  a  
l a n c e t  transom wi th  i n t e r s e c t i n g  t r a c e r y ,  and t h e  window i n  t h e  tympanurnis  
s i i n i l a r l y  t r e a t e d .  The f i r s t  bay on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  i s  a  j i b  window wliic,l i.5; 

s a i d  t o  have! been used Tor f u n e r a l s .  A hanclsome cove co rn ice  runs  a l o n e  thc 
per imeter  of t h e  roof and d f i n e s  t h e  f r o n t  aucl r e a r  pecliments. The roo f  js 

covered by i:uckingham s l a t e .  l \ n ~  smal l  chimneys a r c  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s ,  a s  i s  a  
s ~ n a l l  wooden c r o s s  above the. pedinlent. 

The i n t e r i o r  i s  a  s i n g l e  room wi th  t h e  v e s t r y  i l l  a  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n  behind t h e  
sanctuary.  The nave has two mail1 a i s l e s ' f o ~ m c d  by t h e  placement o f  tlre o r i g i n a l  
pews. The f r ees t and ing  s e t  of c e n t e r  pews i.s l a r z e r  than t h e  s i d e  pews,  which 
a r e  s l i g h t l y  angled and a t t ached  t o  t h e  s i d e  wa l l s .  The gal l .ery on t h e  souti1 
wal l  has one c e n t e r  a i s l e  and two s i d e  a i s l e s .  Tuo Doric columns and p i l a s t e r s  . . 
on t h e  s i d e  w a l l s  suppor t  tile g a l l e r y .  Above t h e  columns i s  a d c n t i l c d  entab-  
l a t u r e  topped by a  r a i l i n g  w;.tl~ turned b a l u s t e r s .  An e ~ l c l o s e d  s t a i r w a y  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  1-eads t o  t h e  g a l l e r y .  On one s i d e  of  t h e  s t a i r  i s  
beaded d iagona l  panel.ing. There i s  no s t a i r  r a i l .  

011 t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  i.s t h e  p ~ ~ l p i t ,  enclosed i n  a  U-shaped comfiu~nion r a i l  wit:ix 
r ec t angu la r  rungs. The p u l p i t  i s  paneled and has  a  bold Creek f r c t  i n  t h e  f r i e z e ,  
r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  use  of p l a t e s  52, 6 3 ,  and 6 4  of Asher Fenjamin 's  P r a c t i c a l  t1o~:ie 
Carpenter_ (1830) j.11 i t s  design.  A marble bapt i smal  f o n t  is loca ted  1.0 t h e  ensl: 
of t h e  p u l p i t .  

S t i l l  i n  p l a c e  it1 t h e  chllrch a r c  two e l a b o r a t e  c a s t - i r o n ,  wood-burlling: s t o v e s  
hear ing  t h e  maker's name, "1,eibrandt h Plcl)owell, Ph i l ade lph ia  & Ealt imocc."  A 
paneled dado wi th  a  c h a i r  r a i l  runs  t h e  per imeter  of t h e  main room. The f l o o r i n g  
i s  of  unf in ished  wood, and t h e  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s  a r c  p l n s t e r e d .  

A small  cemetery i s  1.ocatcd t o  t h e  r e a r  (no r th )  of t h e  church,  which i s  s i t e d  
i n  a  l l i l l .y ,  wooded a r e a  j u s t  above C a  I r a  pond on t h e  W i l l L r j  R iver .  

RCC 

(See Cuntinuntion Sheet #l) 
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IINITLD STATES DEPARTMENT OF TtIE INTERIOR 
HER1 TAGE CONSEKVA-I I ON AN[) RLCREAT I ON SEKVI CE 

NA'riOliiA&, REGISn<l l  OF P-IIISTORIC f4WiCES 
INVENTORY -- IalOPA/ilNAT1"OM FOklP& 

Grace Church, Ca I r a ,  Cumberland County, V i rg in i a  1 
CONTI NU ATION S H E E T  # 1 ITrhn h ~ ~ ~ h n n c o  h 7 r. Q n r r r  1 F - ..V..'YL" .,,I 9 -  Y , H U C  I 

-- I:, 
6. REPRESZNTA'KtON IN JiXTSTINC SURVEYS : - -  _- t 

(2)  Historic American Buildings Survey 
1973 Federa l  
Library  of Congressfiiashington, D. C. 

(3) V i r s i n i a  H i s t o r i c  landmarks Conuni~ssion Survey 
1968, 1969, 1980 S t a t e  
Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 

7. DESCRIPTION - BOUNDARY - JUSTIFICATTON; 

The nominated proper ty  c o n s i s t s  of two-thirds of an a c r e  (approximately)  
and inc ludes  t h e  church cemeter ies  and cllurch bu i ld ing .  The ac reage  fo l lows  
t h e  l i n e s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  deed a s  recorded i n  t h e  Cumberland County Deed .--- 
Book 25,  p. 494 (November 12 ,  1843)  ; 

a  c e r t a i n  l o t  o r  p a r c e l  or ground ad jo in ing  t h e  
town of CR I r a  on t h e  West, and bounded a s  f o l -  
lows. Orig. on t h e  South by t h e  Main road from 
Ca I r a  t o  Buckinghm C t .  House, West by t h e  l i n c  
s e p a r a t i n g  it from McAshan's Old Stemmery Lo t ,  
on which t h e  fence  now runs  North by t h e  road 
leading  i n t o  s a i d  stelnmery and, East by t h e  
Western Crop S t r e e t  of t h e  town of Ca Ira,  i t  
be ing  t h e  l o t ,  a s  now enclosed whereon t h e  
New Episcopal  Church , c a l l e d  Grace Church, h a s  
been r e c e n t l y  e r e c t e d ,  conta in ing  about two 
t h i r d s  of an a c r e ,  toge ther  wi th  a11  t h e  appur- 
tenances the reun to  belonging. 

RCC 

8. SIGNIFICANCE: -- - 

and i s  l i s t e d  wi th  Cosby a s  " a r c h i t e c t "  on t h e  courthouse cornprs tone .  Cosby 
had e a r l i e r  r~orlced under Thomas J e f f e r s o n  a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
of V i rg in i a ,  but  P a r r i s h ' s  connect ion t o  Jcrfferson is  unknown. The use  of 
Greek qcv iva l - s ty l e  n.rchi traves and t h e  design of t h e  p ~ ~ l p i t  i n  Grace Church 

(See Continuat ion Sheet i l 2 )  I 
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yulpi'c d(.zi~:.n j.s ta!.eu spcci l i .cal : iy  fron, r i a t e  52 ail,: l Z l a t c s  63-W:. 02 i,;~i~i;!!~~ii, 'r, 1 
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f 
Cr~!fib<:Land Cuu~,.::y du r ing  t h e  18'i?r, a:.>d 165'0s. lie sLg11cd r?~;.d presei . , t r~i l  ~ e v e . c a i  
pnti1:f.o~~:: Lo tile Gcilcral ArselL:~1y on ques t ioas  of  t o l l s  and eco:ion!ic af.d t o  
ti:?? coi:ni:y. 

I 
I 

C a  :l.ra reazhed i t s  z e r l i t l ~  i n  the mi<-lZ! iOs (T::IPII the Co,;,xt i i~corpornte : i  it:: 
f?:rst arid o111y baulc), only t o  d e c l i n e  rap:idZy i.11 populati.on ~ f t c i .  t h e  C:.iLvi.l Waz. 
G r r ? i ' ~  i:l,\ifch Z e l l  j.:::.i:o d e s ~ l t ; I ~ t ~ l f  and, 1 I I ~ 1 i . 1 :  i l r .  t h e  Cor.fi~, 
w;::: a:an.ioi~cci at ti:c errd oZ t!1e 13th cr:tituiy. 1iisi;c:d z:: a "pos t  llzr~!lct" ~ I L  

t i?$ . ;.?.l?::;.iicoii: .- -- . Worlc! . -.... ?:r.z?t t t ter ill. l:)ii6, the   to!,?^?. a.C i:i~c L E ~ , ~ I ) . ~ L ~ I > $ ;  G L  LIX 2Utt; 
cci~tuiry 11;d o:11y tr:o store:;, a p o s t  offi.cc?, n k i l  a i t , ~ , ,  rcs?.[:r-ncr:., s p a r C  f r o ~ ~ !  
i-t,~: :~b.?ndoi~ed ciri;rc!i bui.lrlii,; and ih:: rw.::x?l~t c o h  toLacco ~raic.!iou.~.e, t l~ r t~?  
lilnc!,r,,i~l!:l~ s:loys, a sax: r ,~ j . l l ,  a gris!' ~ u f . l l ,  ai,'.: a. lo.j.lli+r-':; 1~oi;cc. t;xcr<pt i:~-,r 
tllc cl,ti::c:-, b~~i:tdi.i~::, only tIic lniller':; 1l~u:rc st:;:~16u !:cday. 

o ui~.tiL '928 d i d  <.csceilda!nr:~ of tile or:i.yiiia? cou:;z!+~atioi~ o f  Gracr  
Chr~rcii oi:-n!lize the  Ca I r a  Ke:; tojrct t ic , r~ Socii?Cy, T ~ I Z ~ E .  r a i s e d  i!~s Cu~r i is  t o  
reha l i . l i t a i :e  and rezto?:c tlln c!iurci, soon 1:licri:nftcr. A f t e r  blockin;  a n  az- 
tei':pt hy t h e  Ujc>scse t o  sel.1 iliie propez;:y, i-lie Socie ty  i n  1951; succr.ss.Cul:!.;i 
rcis~st. i tutr. , l  t h e  cnuui..l hou;eco~!:ir,.;: ::-rvicc!:; ~phich 11nd bee11 1 ~ ~ 1 6 .  r c z r i l z r l y  ?.;.I 

t h e  l'J3ii.:. Tile Sa<:..jcty has  s5 . r~~:  li:afntainci! tile ckiuic;~ c:!ri g ~ o u r ~ r ' s  i n  good 
r e p a i r .  To pre::erve ?.ti; pi-esei~t  s tn t l i s  a$ n "shrirle" of tll- Uiocc-se o f  
Soui:lier!~ Viri:iula, Grace Ci~rqrch munt liol.cl 2;: 1ea; t  oil* rei : i~, ioc~r;  s o i v i c e  n 
ye2r. 
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